
 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Francis “Mike” Tribble 

The Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board extends their deepest condolences to the family of 

Francis Michael “Mike” Tribble, who began his journey home on Friday, March 21, 2025. 

Mike, known throughout native communities as an Ogichidaa "Warrior" who left an indelible mark 

on the struggle to protect and preserve the sovereignty of Native people. He was a tireless advocate 

for Native rights and a protector of the land, traditions, and way of life that are at the core of tribal 

sovereignty.  Together with his brother Fred, Mike led the charge in a historic battle to defend tribal 

sovereignty and protect treaty rights. Their journey began during their time at the College of St. 

Scholastica in Duluth, MN, where an American Indian law course ignited their curiosity and passion 

for the treaties that safeguard Native rights. It was there, guided by their instructor Larry Leventhal, 

that they decided to challenge the state by setting up ice fishing shacks on ceded territory, a bold act 

that resulted in citations from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Despite the legal 

challenges, the brothers stood firm, pleading “not guilty,” and ignited a 10-year battle that culminated 

in the landmark Voight Decision of 1983. The Seventh Circuit Court ruling reaffirmed the sovereign 

right to hunt, fish, and gather in ceded territories, establishing a precedent that would protect Native 

rights for years to come. Their courage in the face of adversity marked a pivotal moment in Native 

history and set the stage for future generations to fight for their rights with the same resolve. 

Mike’s contributions went far beyond legal battles. His role as Economic Development Coordinator 

for the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe transformed the community. Through his efforts, vital resources like 

the clinic, schools, bingo hall, and casino were established.  His leadership extended to becoming one 

of the first Table Games Directors at the casino.  

Mike’s legacy is not just written in victories for Native sovereignty or economic development but in 

the love, he had for his family and community. He will be remembered as a humble man who lived 

his life not for the glory, but because he believed in doing what was right.  His legacy will endure 

through the actions of those who continue to honor his tireless work and his commitment to justice. 

Let us celebrate the life he lived — a life full of courage, purpose, and devotion.   

With gratitude and respect, we honor Mike’s legacy, knowing that his impact will reverberate through 

the generations. 

We remember him, we honor him, and we carry his work forward. 


